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TO 
MAJOR CARTWRIGHT. 


LETTER IV. 


(On the Proceedings, which have just 
taken place in the Congress relative 
to Spanish America. 


North Hampstead, Long Island, 
12th Dec. 1817. 

My Dear Sir, 

It has been very seldom, that | 
ave ever done myself the honour to 
address you without feeling sume de- 
tree of pleasure ; because, in address- 
ng you, I have always been animated 
with the hope that J was contributing 
ome feeble effort of mine towards 
he success of the eduse of freedom, 
‘ith which cause your respected 

ame has long been identified. But, 
Ipon BO Oceasion, during the many 
years that I have had the great ad- 
antage of corresponding with you, 
ave I ever addressed you with so 
much pleasure as I feel at this mo- 
ment; for, never have I before felt 
sv confident, that events were rash- 
ing on wih an irresistible force to- 
wards the consummation of the wishes 
of all those who desire to see despot- 
ism wholly destroyed. 

When, on the fifth of this month, 

1 was labouring to convince you, the 
people of England and the people of 
America, that the measures which had 
en hitherto adopted by the Ameri- 
‘an Government, with regard to Spa- 
nish America, were not impartial 
measures; when | avas endeavouring, 
to produee a conviction. that those 
measures had been ald on one side ; 
and when I was ex pressing in conclu-_ 
Son, My anxious hopes, that the Con- 


would materially alter its course ; 
when, in the letter referred to, I was 
making use of these endeavours, and 
expressing this hope, little did I ima- 
gine, far was I fiom being sanguine 
enough to expect, that precisely my 
opinions as to the measures in ques- 
tion, and precisely my sentiments as .> 
the state of the case, and as to the line 
of conduct which the Congress ought 
to pursue, had been, though, as was 
natural to be expected, with greater 
forcé and eloquence expressed within 
the walls of the Congress itself; and, 
which is of still greater importance, 
proceedings had been entered on, 
which will, [ am fully of opinion, au- 
thorize you to draw the exhilirating 
conclusion, that the doom of despot- 
ism is pronounced ; and that our Bo- 
ruughmongers may pack olf to their 
estates, and amuse themselves for the 
remainder of their lives, in the peru- 
sal of Castleréagh’s bioly Alliances, 
and Mr. Pat. MrTHUEN’s eculogiums 
on legitimacy. 

In order to show you in the clearest 
light possible. what are the grounds 
of these my expectations, | must first 
observe to you, that, when the mes- 
sage of the President has been read 
to the Congress, the message is not 
echoed back, upon the motion and the 
seconding of @ cvuple of mummers, 
dressed out for the occasion, with bags 
tied to their poles and spits to their 
thighs; that there is no sham debate 
which takes place, and that nobody 
can tell, till the discussion be over, 
what the result. of it will be; for, as 
you well know, seats in the Congress 
are rot bought and sold and let ont 
té hire, but are filled by men, really 
and fairly chosen by the free voice of 


the people. 


No answer at all is given to the 
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representation of the state of the na- 
tion’s affairs, it is taken into conside- 
ration, in consequence of a motion 
made for that purpose; or, different 
parts of it are taken into considera- 
tion upon separate motions, and out 
of these considerations frequently 
arise legislative measures. 

On the third of December, a mo- 
tion was made to take into considera- 
tiou, by way of referring to a Select 
Committee, so much of the message 


of the President as related to the fo-' 


reign affairs of the United States. I 


in the House of Representatives. 
The Speaker of that House, Mr. 
Chay, moved to amend the motion 
by the addition of the following 
words :—** And that the said Com- 
*‘ mittee be instructed to inquire 
‘‘ whether any, and, if any, what 
** provisions of law are necessary to 
‘‘ ensure, to the American colonies of 
** Spain, a just observance of the du- 
** ties incident to the neutral relations 
‘‘in which the United States stand, 
‘* in the existing war between them 
** and Spain.” 

This amendment WAS AGREED 
TO WITHOUT ANY OPPOSI- 
TION. But, this amendment is no- 
thing compared to what foilowed ; 
this is only a glimpse through the 
gloom; read the speech of Mr. Cray, 
which Ll now do my work the very 
great honour of inserting in it, and 
you will see the Sun of Liberty dis- 
sipating all the clouds of every de- 
scription that obscured his rays. 

Mr. Clay said, ** that his presenting, 
“Sat so early a period of the session, 
** this subject to the consideration of 
“the house, was in consequence of 
** certain proceedings which he had 
** seen represented in the public prints 
*< as having taken place before certain 
“© of our courts of justice. Two or 
** three cases bearing on this subject 
“had come to his knowledge, which 
“he wished to state to the house. 
“ The first had occurred at Philadel. 
“¢ phia, before the circuit court of the 
** United States held in that city. 


To Masor CarTwricHrT. 





‘‘ The circumstances of the case, for 
}‘s which however he did not pretend 
‘$to vouch, having received. then 
“through the channel already indi. 
“¢ cated, were these: if they were ix. 
‘* correctly stated, he was happy that 
‘¢a gentleman had taken his seat this 


~~ 


‘* morning from that city, who would’ 


‘“S be able to correct him: that nine 
‘¢ or tery British disbanded officers had 
‘* formed in Europe the resolution to 





‘s unite themselves with the Spanish 
*¢ patriots in the contest existing be. 


| “tween them and Spain; that to 
am now speaking off the proceedings | 


‘‘ carry into effect this intention, they 
“* had sailed from Europe, and in their 
‘¢ transit to South America had touch. 
‘* ed at the port of Philadelphia; that 
‘¢ during their residence in Philadel. 
‘¢ phia, wearing perbaps the arms ani 
‘* habiliments of military men, making 
‘© no disguise of their intention to par. 
‘* ticipate in the struggle, they took 
‘* passage in a vessel bound to some 
‘port in South America; that 1 
‘ knowledge of this fact had come to 
‘‘ the ears of the public authorities, 
‘or, perhaps at the instigation of 
‘‘ some agent of the Spanish govern: 
‘* ment, a prosecution was commence( 
‘Sagainst these officers, who, from 
‘¢ their inability to procure bail, were 
*‘ confined in prison. If, said Mr. C. 
‘“the circumstances attending thi! 
‘¢ transaction be correctly stated, i 
‘‘ becomes an imperious duty in the 
‘Shouse to institute the enquiry 
‘contemplated by the amendmen! 
‘¢ which I have proposed. That this 
‘< was an extraordinary case was dé 
‘¢ monstrated by the fact of the gene- 
*¢ ral sensation which it had excited of 
‘« the subject, in the place where it hal 
‘occurred. Filled as that respects 
‘“‘ ble populous city is with men differ- 
“ing widely on political topics, and 
*‘ entertaining various views of publi 
“ affairs, but one sentiment, Mr. & 
“said, prevailed on this subject 
‘** which was favourable to the perso” 
** thus arraigned. With regard to tht 
** conduct of the court on this occ 
“ sion, he would say nothing: 7 
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«on this floor, he should always shew 


‘ment; the respect he entertained 
‘for the honorable judge who had 
“presided, forbade him from_ pro- 


But he felt himself perfectly sus- 


respect. For what, heasked, was 


+ war? The essence of it is this: 
“that the belligerent means of the 
™ neutral, shall nut be employed én the 
Scar in favour of either of the par- 


* obligation of a third party, in a 
** war between two others: it cer- 
** tainly does not requireof one nation 


«to every department of the govern. 


+ nouncing the decision of that court 
* to have been unwarranted by law.— 


“tained in saying, that if the pro- 


* ceeding was warraated by the-ex.- 
‘isting law, it was the impprious duty 


‘of congress to alter the jaw in this 


‘the neutral obligation which one 
‘nation owed to another engaged in 


‘ fies.—— That is the whole of the 


‘to restrain the belligerent metns of 
‘other nations. It those nations 
** choose to permit their means. to be 
‘employed in behalf of either party, 
‘it is their business to look to it, and 
‘not ours. Let the conduct of the 
** persons prosecuted be regarded in 
‘its most unfavourable light; let it 
‘be considered as the passage ol 
‘troops through our country, and 
‘there was nothing in our neutral 
‘ obligations forbidding it.—The pas- 
‘sags of troops through a neutral 
; country, according to his impres- 
‘sions, was a question depending on 
‘the particular interest, quiet or re- 
‘pose of the country traversed, and 
‘might be granted or refused, at its 
‘discretion, without in any degree 
‘allecting the obligations of the neu- { 
‘tral to either of the parties engaged 
‘in the controversy. But surely, | 

Mr. C. said, this was not a case of 

the passage of troops: the persons 
apprehended not being in sufficient 
lumber, not organized, or equipped, 
‘in such a manner as, under any 
_ onstruction, to constitute a military 
Corps. Qn this case, he would de- 
tain the house no longer, he said 4 





lor he was satisfied they could’ not 
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** but agree with him, if the law justi- 
fied the proceedings that had taken 
** place, that law ought to be immedi- 
“ately amended. Other cases had 
** occurred in which it appeared to him 
** it became the congress to interpose 
** its authority. Persons sailing under 
‘“* the flag of the provinces had been 
** arraigned in our courts, and tried 
** for piracy ; in one case, after having 
** been arraigned, tried and acquitted 
‘* of piracy, the same individuals, on 
** the instigation of a Spanish officer or 
** agent, had been agaio arraigned for 
‘the same offence.—-The gentlemen 
“from Massachusetts would correct 
‘Chim if he was wrong ; for the case 
** had occurred in the town of Boston, 
** We adinit the flag of these colonies 
‘into our ports, said Mr. ©. we pro- 
** fess to be neutral ; but, if our laws 
** pronounce, that, the moment the 
** property aud persons under that flag 
** enter our ports, they shall be seized, 
** the one claimea by the Spanish mi- 
‘“‘ nister or consul as the property of 
*¢ Spain, and the other prosecuted as 
*¢ pirates, that law ought to be altered 
‘if we mean to perform our neutral 
** professions. I have brought the sub- 
** ject before this house thus promptly, 
‘¢ said Mr. C. because I trust that in 
** this house the cause will find justice; 
‘* that, however treated elsewhere, on 
this floor will be found a guardian 
** interest attending to our perform- 
‘ance of the just obligations of 
‘¢ neutrality. — Hitherto, he said, what- 
** ever might have been our intentions, 
‘¢ our acts had been all on the other 
‘side. From the proclamation of 
‘6 1815, issued to terminate an eapedi- 
** tion supposed to be organizing in 
‘¢ Louisiana, an expedition existing 
** only in the mind of the Chevalier de 
** Onis, down to the late act—whether 
“the measure was a proper one or 
not he did not say ; his.confidence 
*¢ in the executive led him to suppose 
‘¢it was adopted on sufficient grounds 
*¢ down to the order for suppressing, 
‘6 as it was called, the establishments 
“ at Amelia Island and Galvestowo— 
“Fall the acts of the perenne had 
2 
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“been on one side: they all bore 
‘‘ against the colonies, against the 
“6 cause in which the patriots of South 
‘“* America were arduously engaged, 
‘6 Tt became us, he said, to lovok to the 
‘‘ other side, honest!v intending neu- 
“ trality, as he believed we did. Let 
*¢ us recollect the condition of the pa- 
*¢ triots—no minister here to spur on 
“our government, as was said in an 
‘* interesting and it appeared to hima 
‘very candid work, recently pub- 
** lished in this country, respecting the 
*¢ progress of the South-American re- 
*¢ yolution—no minister here to be re- 
“‘ warded by noble honors, in conse- 
** quence of the influence he is sup- 
“¢. posed to possess with the American 
“Government. No: their unfortu- 
“nate case, Mr. C. said, was what 
** ours had beea in the years 1778 and 
‘* 1779 —their ministers, like our 
** Franklin’s and Jay’s at that day, 
“were skulking about Europe im- 
* ploring from inexorable legitimacy 
** one kind look—some aid to termi- 
** nate a war afflicting to humanity— 
** Nay, their situation was worse than 
‘Sours: for we had one great and 
‘* magnanimous ally to recognize us, 
** but wo nation had stepped forward 
* to acknowledge any of these pro- 
*‘vinces. Such disparity between 
** the partics, Mr. C. said, demanded 
‘Ca just attention to the interests of 
‘* the party which was unrepresented : 
‘Sand if the facts which he had men- 
** tioned, and others which kad come 
“to his knowledge, were correct, 
‘they loudly demanded the interpo- 
** sition of congress. He trusted the 
** house would give the subject their 


** attention,-and shew that here, in this’ 


** place, the obligations of neutrality 
*‘ would be strictly regarded in re- 
** spect to Spanish America. 

“Mr. Sexceant rose, in conse- 
** quence of the gentleman having 
‘* appealed to him, not to enter into 
* any discussion of the question pre- 
“sented by the amendment, but to 
** speak of the facts which were with- 
‘*in his knowledge. The statement 
“made by the speaker was substan- 





“‘ tially correct: it was also correct 
<¢ that the circumstance had occasioned 
“ considerable sensation among all 
‘“‘ narties in the city of Philadelphia, 
“ Mr. S. recapitulated the principal 
‘¢ facts, adding, that the vessel in 
‘‘ which these persons embarked was 
‘¢ laden with munitions of war. As 
“ respected the views and intentions 
“of the persons apprehended, Mr, 
“¢ S, said, he believed they had neither 
“any intention nor any idea of vio. 
‘‘ lating the laws of the United States, 
‘and that their conduct had been 
“6 perfectly decorous and _ correct, 
‘The Court had thought they had 
‘< offended against the act of congress 
“ of the last session; or were so far 
“‘ at least of that opinion, that they 
“ thought it necessary to detain them. 
“* The bail demanded was not high; 
“but they were not able to procure 
“it, and were, therefore, committed 
“to gaol. It was because of the 
* correct deportment of these persons, 
“ that the sentiment in their favour 
** had been so general—but no com- 
‘“¢ plaint was made of the Court for 
‘‘ which the same respect was enter: 
* tained with which the speaker hin- 
** self had regarded it. He had men- 
* tioned these facts only, that the 
* House might, when the time came 
* for acting on it, be aware ef the 
** construction put on the existing law, 
** so far as any had been given. 

** The amendment moved by Mr. 
Clay to the first resolution was 
‘* agreed to without opposition.” 

Here, then, you see, my dear Sir, 
that, while I was thinking it neces- 
sary to apologize in some measure, 
for expressing the opinions which ! 
did express ; while I was thinking it 
necessary to guard myself at every 
step by references to Statutes and by 
arguments drawn from the laws and 
usages of nations, here was this get 
tleman, plainly and honestly asserting 
all that [ had asserted, and a great 
deal more, than I was willing to ver- 
ture to assert ; here you find the ass¢t 
tion of the wrong measures; ‘b¢ 
assertion of the people’s real sy 
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pathy with the Spanish Colonies ; 
‘the assertion that the measures of this 
Government had all been in favour of 
Old Spain; and, in short, a clear iv- 
dication, to my mind, at any rate, 
that, in spite of our Boroughmongers, 
aided by all the cunning of the 
Jenxtnsons, the Appincrons, and 
the rest of the tribe, the standard of 


‘freedom will soon wave over the 
whole extent of this Western World. 


You know as well as I do, that the 


| Boroughmongers dare not stir against 


the Spanish Patriots. Their difficul- 


ties at home, their perishing agricul- 
‘ture and manufactures; their ex- 
hausted and beggared finances; their 
‘tottering paper-system ; their fifteen 


millions annually of poor-rates; the 


‘just hatred in which their Bourbon 


System is held; these and numerous 


‘other considerations, of which | 
shall speak more particularly by and 
bye, render it wtterly impossible for 
them to raise taxes to go to war on the 
‘side of their beloved Frrpinanp. 


But, I must not induige myself in 
observations of this sort, ’till I have 
inserted for your perusal, a speech, 
upon the same subject, made also in 


the House of Representatives, on the 


5th of December, by Mr. Rogertson, 


_who proposed ‘the following resolu- 


tion :— 

* Resolved, That the President of 
“the United States be requested to 
‘lay before the Honse of Represen- 
“tatives such information as he may 


' “ possess and think proper to commu- 


‘“nicate, relative to the independence 


“Cand political condition of .the pro- 


‘* vinces of Spanish America. 

“* The resolution having been read— 
“Mr. Rosertson said, that he 
“ supposed there would be no objection 
“to the adoption of the resolution 
‘‘ which he had just submitted to the 
“consideration of the House. He 
“found, from the late message of the 
* President, that the attention of the 
3 House, as well as of the nation, 
: had been, in ageneral way, directed 
** to the situation of the provinces of 
“ Spanish America. The President 
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“had observed too, and very traly, 
“that the citizens of the United 
‘States sympathized in the events 
““ which affected their neighbours. 
** Mr. R. said, that, as far back as the 
*¢ year 1811, this subject had excited 
*¢ considerable interest ; that a com- 
*¢ miitee had been raised ; the decla- 
‘** ration of independence and the cone 
* stitution of Venezuela, with other 
‘¢ information, laid before it by the 
**then President, and a report on 
“ them submitted to the House, The 
“report, among other things, ex. 
*¢ pressed much good will towards 
*¢ the Venezueleans, and an intention 
*¢ to acknowledge their independence 
‘* whenever that independence should 
“be achieved. From that time till 
‘the present. silence had been ob- 
*¢ served in regard to the affairs of 
‘¢ that part of the continent. The 
** reason was obvious : we were soon 
“ after engaged in war with England, 
** and since the peace our own press- 
‘ing concerns had occupied our at- 
** tention. 

*¢ The President has spoken, Sir, of 
‘“¢ the interest and the sympathy we 
‘“* feel in the affairs of our Southern 
** neighbours. Perhaps it may be said 
** with truth, that no subject excites 
‘throughout the civilized world a 
** stronger interest than the contest in 
“which the provinces of Spanish 
‘¢ America are engaged. Every wind 
‘* that blows wafts to our shores the 
*¢ schemes and speculations of Kuro- 
** pean statesmen and _ politicians; 
“from the frozen regions of the 
‘‘ North to the milder climes of the 
“ Peninsula, it elicits remark and 
*¢ commands attention. ven Alex 
‘* ander, he who indites epistles about 
** peace and bible societies, while he 
‘+ whets the sword of battle aod pre- 
‘¢ pares the weapons of destruction, 
‘he, it is said, is about to furnish 
‘+ his Cossacks to add to the horrors 
“ of, as it is already called, the war 
“of death. The thunders of the 
‘* Pope too, the head of the Christian 
‘¢ church, began to be heard, and no 
‘¢ doubt we shall soon sec his anathe- 
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«‘ mas giving up the people of South 
“America, body and soul, to the; 
“¢ punishments due here and hereafter 
“to the crimes of rebellion and re. 
“ publicanism. If, then, to govern- 
66 ments across the Atlantic, the situ- 
“ation of this people be thus inter- 
“esting, surely itis not a matter of 
“surprise that the citizens of the 
“ United States should with some 
“ solicitude turn their attention to- 
‘* wards them. Every republican in 
“the United States must lament their 
“ disasters ‘and exult in their tri- 
‘“umphs: they do but follow the 
“example we have set them; we 
“ owe our glory and our fame to’ re- 
‘ sistance to arbitrary power, and the 
“ people of Spanish America, and 
*‘ all others, groaning under oppres- 
* sion must owe their elevation and 
** worth of character to the same cir- 
‘cumstance. They do but follow in 
* our footsteps; it is in vain to deny 
‘or disguise the fact; it is known 
* throughout the world—whatever of 
‘injury despotism or priestcraft have 
** sustained, whether from the revo- 


“ lution of France, or that which now, 
“ 1 hope, flourishes in our hemisphere, 
“6 is laid to the account of our glorious | 
* revolution, and the excellent prin- 
* ciples of our constitution. 


* It is to be regretted, 
“that our acquaintance with the 
** people of Spanish America, is not 
** more particular and intimate than 
“* it is; we entertain but one senti- 
** ment about them—our feelings are 
“all in unison; yet we differ and 
** dispute ona variety of peints, which 
“it is desirable should be no longer 
** suffered to remain in doubt. Mexi- 
“co, Pern, Chili, Buenos Ayres, 
“* Venezuela, New Grenada, are they 
*‘independent? Are they struggling 
** for independence, or have they 
* yielded to their European tyrant? 
“ Have they made known their situa- 
tion to the Executive Department ? 
** Have they demanded to be recog- 
“ nized as independent sovereiguties ? 
“do they govern themselves? elect 
“‘their agents, legislature, executive 
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‘and judiciary ? lay and collect taxes, 
‘¢ raise and support armies and navies? 
‘¢ It is possible that these facts are jp 
‘* the possession of the President; jt 
‘+ is very well known that there hare 
‘* been agents, men of high respecta. 
** bility, sent publicly from the govern. 
‘* ments of Venezuela, New Grenada, 
‘¢ Buenos Ayres and Mexico, to this 
‘* country. and, for any thing | know 
** to the contrary, from other provin. 
“ces. It is probable that they have 
** not remained silent, but whatever 
‘‘they may have said has not been 
‘made known to this house, or to 
‘* this nation. As our government is 
‘* essentially popular, | wish informa. 
‘tion to be given to the people. [ 
‘wish for information, that our 
‘¢ judgments may sanction sentiments 
our hearts so warmly approve. [| 
do not mean Mr. Speaker, to com- 
mit myself in regard to my future 
course—it must, to a certain extent, 
depend upon circumstances. This 
house will act as circumstances may 
require, but for myself [I have no 
hesitation to say, that, if it shall 
appear that the provinces of Spanish 
America, or any of them, are really 
‘independent, no earthly considera- 

tiou shall prevent me, in my public 

character, from acknowledging them 
‘* as sovereign states.” 

I think L see joy beam on your 
countenance upon the reading of these 
speeches. Here you will recognize 
the glorious spirit of our fore-fathers. 
What a contrast is here with the so- 
phistical cant, :the unmeaning pom- 
posity, and the corrupt and base dis 
position of men who buy or hire their 
seats. If we live in an age, whe 
hired spies, when dealers in human 
blood, when perjured wretches, when 
purchased witnesses, when packed ju- 
ries, when notoriously. corrupt and 
servile judges, and when still more 
criminal traitors to the cause of free- 
dom itself ; 
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if we live in an age, when 
all these find a sanctuary in some le- 
gislative bodies, we also live in am ag? 
when there is, at any rate, one legis 
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| lative body where all these are held in 
' abhorrence. 


Before this time, or about this time, 


- you will have read the Petition to,the 
- Prince Regent, which [ thought it my 
' duty to send forward more than two 
_ months ago. 
tition, | was in despair as to the in- 
' tentions of this Government; and my 


When I wrote that Pe- 


object was, to awaken, through the 


' channel of a Petition to the Prince, 
| the attenion of the whole of our coun- 
try. It was impossible for me to over- 


look what I deemed the partiality of 
this Government, so manifest in the 


' Act of Congress of March last; and, 
seeing, in that Act, the clear indica- 
| tion of a policy entirely hostile to the 
| Spanish Patriots, the whole force of 
'my statements, arguments, and con- 
clusions, was directed with a wish to 
| produce an interference on the part of 
' England, which would have supplied 


the place of the effects of a really im- 


partial neutrality on the part of the 


United States. 
I most anxiously desire that that in- 
terference may yet take place; but, 


' though L most anxiously wish that my 
/own country may act that part which 
_ becomes the Jand which was the cradle 
'of freedom, and which has been so 
-famed in the world for the renowned 


men whom she has preduced, the 


ifriends and advocates of freedom; 


though I wish her largely to partici- 
pate in the benefits to be derived from 
the new distribution of wealth and of 
power which is now going to take 
place amongst civilized nations ; though 
I wish her to derive present benefit, 
permanent prosperity and power, and 
immortal glory for her measures and 
her conduct as to this great change in 


_ the affairs of the world, I by no neeans 


wish her to acquire the capacity of 
wantonly injuring this country; and, 


More especially, I do not wish the ty- 


rant usurpers uf our rights to acquire 
any additional power of enriching 
themselves, or of doing mischief to any 
part of mankind. 

Still, however, I wish the Spanish 
Patriots to be free and independent. 


' draw! along. 
lighted in the work of carnage. They 
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They have a right to that freedom and 
that independence. I will not fear 
that the aiding of twenty millions of 
men to obtain their freedom, can, in 
the end, produce mischief to mankind 
in general, nor to my own country in 
particular ; and if | must run the risk 
even of aggrandizing the Borough- 
mongers, I will say that, cordially as 
I detest them, and the whole of their 
swindling broods, male and female, 
who prey upon the vitals ofa starving 
nation; much as I detest them, I will 
run the risk of gratifying even their 
rapacity, rather than not see insured 
the liberation of twenty millions of 
people from the fangs of civil and re- 
ligious tyranny. I will be guided in 
my wishes and my endeavours by your 
maxim: * det us do our duly, and leave 
the rest to God.” 

[ am quite certain, however, that 
one of the effects of the freedom of 
Spanish America would be, the total 
destruction, in the course of a few 
years, of every remnant and rag of 
that despotism, which the Borough. 
mongers thought they had for ever 
established in Mngland. But, much 
more rapid in its operation will that 
effect be, if the liberation of Spanish 
America take place with the cordial 
good will, the un-disguised friendship 
and countenance and support, as far 
as sound policy will allow of it, of 
this free, happy and flourishing coun- 
try. 

If the United States had persevered 
in a line of conduct, hostile or un- 
friendly towards the rising States of 
South America, the Boroughmongers 
would have suffered the Revolution to 
They would have de. 


wouldhave favoured this party, or that 
party, occasionally, as best suited their 
own diabolical principles and views, 
They would have made itsucha bloody 


_and miserable work as to have coupled 


horror with the very sound of free- 
dom, in the same manner that they did 
in France; and, at last, they would 
have endeavoured to seize hold of, and 
appropriate to their own greedy pur- 
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poses, parcels, here and there, of the | 


lacerated country. And, they would 
have contrived, had it been possible, 
so to end the matter as to obtain the 
means of annoying and injuring the 
United States. I do not believe that 
they would have succeeded in all this; 
but their endeavours would have tend- 
ed to these ends. 

How different will be the case, if 
the Congress now do its duty ; if the 
Congress now leave the laws of nations 
where they were; if the Congress now 
act fully up to the definition of Mr. 
Mowror, considering the two parties 
in the struggle as upon a footing of 
perfect equadty with regard to neutral 
nations! How different will the state 
of things instantly become, when the 
Government of the United States has 
once received the Pudlic Ministers of 
the New Governments! The whole 
face of affairs will change in an in- 
stant. ‘Those severe laws, of which I 
spoke to you in my last letter, can no 
Jonger exist under the change which I 
contemplate. ‘The supply of arms 
aud other munitions of war will no 


longer meet with impediment. Enter- 
prizing men in this country will go, 
as they havea right todo, and espouse 


the cause of the Patriots. They will 
carry with them the principles of free. 
dom, and they will infuse those prin- 
ciples, along with a friendly disposi. 
tion towards their own country, into 
the governments of South America : 
so that, if England choose to run a 
race in the giving of freedom to those 
interesting countries, she will have a 
rival in the race to tell her, that she 
must bring real freedom with her, that 
she must leave at home Holy Alliances 
and divine right, or that she may as 
well not enter the course. 

There seems to have been an opi- 
Nion, amongst some persons on this 
side of ‘he water, that there was dan- 
ger of plunging the country into war 
by av open acknowledgment of the 
independenc: of Sours America. Loto 
war with whom? With the petticoat- 
weaver? ‘lo say the most of it, this 
war could have little more of danger 


To Mason CARTWRIGHT. 
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in itthan a war with the personage 
who wears those famous petticoats, 
She, when living at Loretto, with a 
pair of b'g diamonds for her eyes, and 
decorated with all the gold and jewels, 
which the priests finally stole away, 
leaving her a naked piece of wood, 
which was finally carried to Paris and 
put to its proper use; that is to say, 
burnt as fuel: she, when in posses- 
sion of all her riches, might have hired 
a band of myrmidons, who, in lucky 
moment, might have fallen upon the 
unarmed inhabitants of Hampton or 
Frenchtown, or, perhaps, have pil- 
laged the shops of sucha place as Alex. 


}andriain Virginia. But, as to the petti- 
| coat-weaver, what has he to make war 


with which would not be subdued and 
captured without the firing of a gun? 

Russia! ‘There are people weak 
enough to talk about the intentions of 
that mighty potentate, who, before the 
French army was within two hundred 
miles of his sea-ports, sent off his 
fleet to be taken care of for him in the 
harbours of England; that mighty 
potentate, whose nautical experience 
seems to have been confined to the 
sham-fight on the Serpentine River. 
Very able, indeed, to pour his hordes 
out upon the Poles and the Saxons and 
the miserable Turks; very able, in- 
deed, as Mr. Rorertson observes, to 
** endite epistles about peace and Bi- 
‘© ble Societies, while he whets the 
‘sword of battle and prepares the 
** weapons of destruction;’’ but not 
very able, it seems to me, to send fleets 
and armies to make war upon this free 
people. Do these lovers of peace 
fear that France will take umbrage at 
the Congress espousing the cause of 
Spanish America? Do they fear the 
ill-will of that poor miserable tribe, 
who are propped up by the Borough- 
mongers of England, while those Bo- 
roughmongers in their turn are prop. . 
ped up, partly by the uncertaia bay- 
onet, and partly by a paper-system 
that rocks the nation to and fro like 4 
ship at sea without sails or rudder? 
The liberties of America would be in 
a pretty state, indeed, if they were ip 
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' danger from any disposition that might 
be entertained by the poor things that 
now govern France under the absolute 
controul of a Member of the sapient 
‘family of Wetnesney. Oh, no! 
There can no war arise to America 
| from takivg part with the Spanish Pa- 
triots. The government of England 
is the only enemy, in this case, worth 
thinking about; and, God be praised, 
that Government is now in a state to 
F be wholly anable to undertake any 
| mischievous war. -BuRKE might rise 
‘from the dead. With the assistance 
'of the Pope and the consent of the 
» Devil, he may, for any thing that I 
know to the contrary, be brought 
back upon earth to cry for war and 
blood, in order to prevent slaves from 
| becoming free in any part of the world, 
lest the example should operate to. the 
disadvantage of the Boroughmongers 
Fin England. Brought back upon the 
earth, and labouring as he did before, 
'L have not the least doubt that he 
‘would have the Firzwittrams and 
the like to prempt and back him, and 
'to make the nation pay him, even after 
phe was dead again. But I defy both 
the Pope and the Devil to furnish 
forth the means for carrying ona se- 
‘cond crusade against the liberties of 
-mankind. 
_ The very out-fit of a war in the 
cause of Ferdinand and against these 
States, would cost a hundred millions 
sterling. The prosecution of the war 
fora year wosld double the amount: 
would almost annihilate many branches 
of manufacture in England; and, 
‘though, for argument’s sake, we will 
Suppose it to be crowned with suc- 
cess, what would be its effects ? Why, 
the invigorating of the domestic ma 
nufactures of the United States; the 
ncreasing of their mavitime power ; 
he vastly encreasing of their reputa- 
ion and weight in the world; and 
the enfeebling, in a degree beyond ali 
Veulation, of England herself. 
Besides, how «re the Bor ughmon- 
ers to go infoa war for any objec , 
‘tich notorious hostility to liberty 
vall be included, while the nation is 
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in its present state? What! Call upon 
the people to fight, when they are 
bound hand and foot? Keep them, 
like dogs, chained by the collar, and 
wily let loose to be set upea an une 
vtiending object? The truta is, they 
dare not go to war against Spanish 
America. They have been unable, 
even as things now are, to silence the 
press. By the excess of their tyranny 
they have awakened Juries to a sense 
of theirduty. Men dare publish, now, 
ouder the well-known protection of 
Juries, what they have not dared pub. 
lish during any time within the last 
twenty years. This is a curious fact 5 
but it isa tact, nevertheless, perfectly 
truce 3 aud it is a fact, quite suflicient 
tu convince me, that the despots, bold 
and ruffian-like as they are, dare not 
xy to war against the Patriots of Spa- 
nish America. 

But, besides the power of the press 
in this case; besides the ticklish state 
of all title deeds and all coronets that 
are hung up for security upon the 
point of the bayonet; besides the 
state of Ireland, and the general state 
of the whole kingdom, as to the feel. 
ings and dispositions of the people ; 
besides the natural effect of a convic. 
tion in the mind of a miscrable man, 
that ne has been made miserable by 
wars carried on against liberty abroad ; 
in addition to all these, comes the ab- 
solute poverty, the absolute want of 
means, of the Government, which, 
besides is enormous Debt, which is 
known, has an enormous Debt, which 
isnot known, but which must soon be 
made known. The whole of the Debt 
of America put together, falls short,, 
by one half, of the sua which in 
Kugland is now out-standing in the 
shape of Exchequer Bills. The taxes 
of last year fell more than fifteen mil- 
lions short of the expenditure, though, 
hey included nearly twenty millions 
that cannot be raised this year. 
Schemes are on foot, and Reports of 
thy Parliament hove actually been 
mad. to prepare the way for the ap. 
| plication of a sponge. And, is this 
a state in which a nation can go to. 
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war? Compare this state with that of 
America, whose President recommends 
the taking off of taxes at the same time 
that he recommends the rewarding of 
every necessituus survivor of those men 
who fought in the Revolutionary war, 
thirly years ago. 

A war now waged by England 





against these States and against the 
Patriots of South America, would, 
whether it succeeded in its immediate 
object or not, complete her ruin; 
that is to say, the total ruin of all her | 
pecuniary means in a national point of 
view, and must lead to a bloody Revo- 
lution. But, my-opiaion is, that the | 
Boroughmongers would not be able to | 
take the frst step inthe war. Sucha 
war would be so manifestly contrary | 
to the interests of merchants, mann- 
facturers and all persons in trade; | 
and it would be so impossible for the 
Boroughmongers, even aided by) 
Bourke, the Pope and the Devil, to | 
create false alarms, that they never | 
could succeed in gaining any body to | 
their side, except those who were to 
profit fromthe war. In the case of | 
their attempting a war of this sort, | 
we should have with us nincty-nine | 
hundredths of those who have now | 
been against us. Every man cot 

} 





see that his interest and the interest of 
his family were about to be sacrificed 
for the sake of up-holding the princi- 
ples, upon which these cormorants 
claim the right to devour us. The | 
sluggish, the selfish, the cowardly, | 
who now skulk into corners, and the | 
violent base, who join our oppressors, 
would, in the case here contemplated, 
show themselves on our side; and, 
against this universal feeling; against 
this opposition which would be met 
with in every quarter, and in all 
Shapes and forms, the war could not 
be undertaken; and, if it were un- 
deriaken, swift destruction would fall 
upon the heads of the undertakers. 
Therefore, my dear Sir, this coun- 
try is perfectly safe now to pursue 
the path prescribed by the universal 
feeling of its own happy people. 





When I wrote my last letter, I only 


knew, with regard to the eleven gen. 
tlemen imprisoned at Philadelphia, 
that they had been imprisoned, and 
upon the grounds stated by me. | 
was not aware, that their imprison- 
ment had excited so general a senti- 
ment in their favour in Pennsylvania; 
and I am very glad to hear that it 
has. I endeavoured, in my last, to 
explain to you, that, if these gentle- 
men had been fegal/y confined, the 


law, under which they were confined, 


was wholly against the Colonies and 


‘in favour of Spain; and I am happy 


to hear Mr. CLay say, that ‘* tf the 
law justified the proceeding, the law 
ought to be im mediatel Y amended.” it 


' has escaped Mr. Clay. I am very sure 
} ; | ; 


that the section of the Act of 1794, 
under which the gentlemen in ques- 
tion have been imprisoned, 1s not at 


all applicable to persons engaged on 


the side of Old Spam. In short, the 
Act of 1794, as far as it can have 
any effect at all, must always ope- 
rate in favour of Old Spain, and 
against the Colonies ; and, therefore, 
there cannot be the smallest preten- 
sion to impartiality, as long as that 
Act exists. The partial eilect of the 


| Actof March Jast, | have fully noticed; 


and I think there can be no doubt at 
all, that both the Acts will now be re- 
pealed. 

I observed, in my last letter, that 


the President’s declaration, with re- 


spect to the equal footing, on which 
the hostile parties stood with regard to 
neutral states, could not be reconciled 
with a refusal on the part of the 
United States, to receive the Public 
Ministers or other Agents of the Co- 
lonists ; and, I am happy to perceive, 
that Mr. Rovertson, on the very day 
on which | was writing that observa- 
tion to you, was making a proposition 
on the very subject, to the Congress. 
There can be no doubt, that, from the 
terms of the President’s Message, he 
himself contemplates the receiving of 
the persons here alluded to; and, I 
need not observe to you, that, when 
this step is taken, the thing is nearly 
done ; for, this act alone, without any 
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law or any proclamation, amounts to 
an acknowledgement of the 7ndepen- 
dence of the Colonies; and most 
happy shall! be, my dear Sir, to have 
to commeimicate to you that this im- 
portant step has been taken. The 
United States of America will, then, 
as they ought, stand first as the friends 
of theoppressed. They will, by thisact, 
exalt their own character; and will 
give countenance to every man in 
every part of the world, who has been 
an advocate for their form of Govern- 
ment. ‘They will give, by this step, 
the hardest and heaviest blow that 
has ever yet been given to the ty- 
rants of the earth. Then, indeed, we 
shall see, amply verified, that predic- 
tion of WaLrTeErR, the caitiff proprie- 
tor of the ‘Times newspaper, that re- 
gular governments would never be 
safe, as long as the United States 
were suffered to exhibit to the world 
‘* an example of succeseful democratic 
‘* rebellion 5°’ upon which opinion he 
recommended to the government at 
home, a vigorous prosecution of the 
late war until James Madison should 
be deposed, in which he was joined by 
Sir JosspH SypNey YorkKg, who ut- 
tered the same opinion from his seat 
in Parliament, or, rather, from the 
seat of his brother, the Earl of Harp- 
WICKE. 

Let us have this acknowledgment on 
the part of the Congress, and we may, 


| without grudging, suffer the gentle- 


men of St. Stephen’s to look wise and 
talk big as long as they please. We 
nay let them amuse themselves with 
projects for preventing the poor from 
breeding ; with projects. for making 
corn dear to-day; with projects for 
making corn cheap to-morrow; with 
projects for putting out to interest 
the savings of labourers whose families 
are starving, and who pay one half of 
the amount of their earnings to defray 
the expences of National Debts and of 
Standing Armies in time of peace; 
with projects for feeding John Bull 
upon fish, instead of his boaste¢é roast 
beef, ‘* fish being the natural food for 
“ Islanders,” though we in this Long- 


' 
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fsland, love mutton and beef and 
bacon and turkeys and geese and 


\fowls much better than we do fish; 





| 





with projects for enabling the Parishes 
to pay the poor-rates by lending them 
money out of the other taxes; with 
projects for makiug English manu- 
factures supplant American manufac. 
tures by paying the English weaver 
out of the poor-rates; with projects 
for raising a reveitue by making the 
people of England pay twenty  shil- 
lings a bushel for salt, which salt, 
when brought to America, we buy 
for two shillings and sixpence a bushel, 
sterling money; with projects for 
creating employment by setting men 
to dig holes one day and to fill them 
up the next; with projects for making 
the people contented by putting gags 
into their mouths, or by putting their 
bodies into dungeons; with projects 
for securing the happy Constitution in 
Church and State, by punishing as 
blasphemy, proposals for putting an 
end to bribery, corruption and per- 
jury, and by punishing as sedition, 
humble petitions for putting an end to 
a traflicking in seats which is as noto- 
rious as the Sun at noon-day. All 
these projects, and as many others as 
the Right Honourable and Honour- 
able persons may choose to indulge 
themselves in, we may safely leave 
them to carry on, when we have once 
seen the Congress of these States open- 
ly and distinctly acknowledge the in- 
dependence of the Spanish Colonists ; 
for, be you well assured, that the 
flame of freedom will soon spread 
itself to every part of Europe, and 
that there will be no exception in 
favour of that little spot which is 
situated between new and old Palace 
Yard, and that the Right Honourable 
and Honourable persons will soon 
find themselves in full as great danger 
as they would have heen in from those 
barrels of gun-powder, or other com- 
bustibles, which they (from their con- 
scious innocence, no doubt) suspeeted 
to have found under the sacred place 
of their sittings, on the day previous 
to their meeting in 1817, and their 





Ear 
oF 
he if ni 
» & 
cv} | 
if t 
i | 





ey 
ry 
Sahu 
: ha : 












247] 


search after which powder or combus- 
tibles, their vile hireling of the Covu- 
RIER endeavoured to make the public 
believe was a ceremony of mere form, 
and agreeable to ancient custom ; when 
that public well knew, that no such 
transaction had taken place before, 
from the time when Queen Anne 
ascended the throne. 

Yes, my dear Sir, we may leave the 
Right Honourable and Honourable 
projectors to ainuse themselves as they 
like. They will be awakened, at last, 
Til warrant them. However, my con- 
fident expectation is, that the spirit of 
the nation will have compelled the go. 
vernment, before this reaches you, to 
interfere in the contest of South Ame- 
rica. ‘There needs only an acknow- 
ledgment of the independence of the 
Colonies, the sending out of a couple 
of frigates, and half a dozen transports 
to different places, loaded with arms 
and munitions of war. The thing is 
socheap. It is so manifestly advan- 
tageous to the cause, the navigation 
and the manufactures of England, that 
the whole country must be for it, ex- 
cept the Boroughmongers and_ their 
immediate broods. The merchants, 
the fund-holders, the stupid country- 
gentlemen, the ship?owners, the mas- 
ter-manufacturers, and the brutal 
farmers ; all must see that the thing is 
for their interest; and though it will 
mortify many of them to the very soul, 
that the thing cannot take place with- 
out giving a deadiy blow to all their 
insolent aristocratical hopes, still, in 
their selfish hearts, Mammon will pre- 
vail, at last. If Mammon should not 
prevail, at first, our enemies will see 
(from the decisions of the Congress) 
that the thing will be done without 
him; and then we shall have envy on 
our side. Thus, as you told the At. 
torney-General that you were no more 
scrupulous in choosing persons to as- 
sist you in carrying on the work of 


Reform, than the King was in choos- 


ing persons to assist him in carrying } 


on his wars; so, upon this occasion, 


we shall accept of an alliance with |: 
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passions furnished us by the Devil 
himself. 

It is a curious predicament, how. 
ever, in which our enemies are placed: 
they must seek their own ruin, and 
the everlasting disgrace of their coun. 
try: as for country they care nothing, 
indeed; they must seek their own 
ruin, their own inevitable ruin; or, 
they must act in such a way, as will 
inevitably tend to the atter destruc. 
tion of all those abominable principles, 
to which they stand pledged, and 
upon which they would pawn. their 
very souls. 

Every day may now be expected to 
give rise, in this quarter of the world, 
to events of the greatest importance, 
of which it shall be my endeavour and 
my pride to keep you correctly in. 
formed. IL little thought that an ad. 
vantage so great as this would arise 
out of that exile, into which I was 
forced by the adoption of those ty- 
rannical measures, which adoption 
principally arose from the abandon- 
ment of our cause by Sir Francis 
Buxpetr He, I see by the Mory. 
ING Curonicce, of the 10th of Octo- 
ber, was ** enjoying, every night, Irish 
** hospitality at Lord Viscount Lis. 
*‘ xore’s, at the noble mansion of 
** Shanbely, in company with the noble 
‘host, and of Earl Grieneacn, and 
“listening to Firzparric, the cele- 
** brated Trish piper, who had been 
“sent for on the occasion”. We 
will. my dear Sir, leave Sir Francis 
to the enjoyment of the society of 
these noble persons, the one of them 
made a Viscount, by Lord Grenvittt, 
and the other an Earl, by Lord Cas- 
TLEREAGH in the year 1816; we will 
leave him, in this splendid circle of 
Borough-patrons and pensioned and 
sinecure families, to forget the suffer- 
ings of the poor Reformers, who are 
shut up in Sidmouth’s dungeons ; and 
we will enjoy, for our parts, the fait 
prospect of seeing liberty triumphat! 
in the Spanish Colonies, and thence 
carrying her banner to every ensjavel 
part of the world. 

With the greatest respect and ¢ 
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My Lonp, 


_ glois.”’ 


FEBRUARY 


| teem, and with the most anxious wishes 


for a long continuance of your life and 


health, Tremain, my dear Sir, 


Your faithful friend 
And obedient servant, 


Wn. COBBETT. 





To L. H. Scir1on, Count pu Rourke. 


North Hampstead, State of New. York, 
November 15, 1817. 


It appears that your Lordship is an 


‘editor of an edition of my French 
Grammar, published at Paris by Bos- 
'sancr, Masson, and others, and sold 
‘in London by Lonaman, Rers, Orme, 
‘and Brown, of Pater-Noster-Row. | 
| It appears also, that your Lordship 
‘has edited five editions of this work, 


which is entitled, ** Le Maitre An- 
It further appears, that your 
Lordship has added to my matter 


; large quantities of your own; and, it 
| moreover 


appears, that Monsieur 


/Saintin, a Bookseller of Paris, has 


published a separate edition, in which 


the work is left in its original state, 
_as first published from my pen by Mr. 
Tuomas Braprorp, of Philadelphia, 
in the year 1795. 


My Lord, I have two complaints to 


prefer against your Lordship: jirst, 


that you have, without my consent, 
published under my name a great deal 
of matter which is not only not mine, 
but which matter is of a kind that 1 
have always regarded as useless, as 
beneath the notice of a man of real 
science, and as not belonging to the 
science of Grammar. Your Lordship 
has, indeed, made a considerable addi- 
tion to the quantity of my work, and 
so can J, as long as I have a weil or a 
pump, add to,the quantity of my 
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strong beer. A nobleman, who isalso 
a Count, once bound books for me in 
London. The matter, which he add- 
ed tomy works, was, atleast, of an 
useful tendency ; and yet that noble 
person never presumed to associate 
that of the author. 
Your Lordship has put your own 
names and title of nobility to your 
Lordship’s own matter ; 


his name with 


but your 
Lordship has put my name only at the 
back of the book. This, my Lord, 
is not quite fair play. If your Lord- 
Ship’s matter be really useful, publish 
it, with all my heart, by itself and 
under whatever name your Lordship 
may please, except my name. Mr. 
SainTin has, in his edition, acted in 
lle has published 
the book as he found it, and has thus 
fairly left my reputation as a Gram- 


a different manner. 


marian to the judgment of the reader. 

But I have a complaint of a nature 
much more grave to prefer agaiust 
your Lordship. It was not enough, 
it appears, to overlay, encumber, 
garble and disfigure, not to say dis- 
grace, my work by all sorts of means 
tending to destroy the effect of that 
clearness and that simplicity, which 
are its chief merits, but your Lordship 
must make.an attempt to take from 
me allogether the reputation of being 
the real author of the work, and to 
exhibit me to the world as a sort of 
literary impostor. 

In your Lordship’s very first line 
of the Preface to the fifth edition, 
published in 1816, a noteis subjoined, 
of which the following is the sub- 
stance. “ 1. That it is doubtful whether 
«“ Mr. Cobbett be really the author of 
“the work; 2. That many per- 
<< sons, well worthy of being believed, 
‘have assured you, that I was far 
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‘from knowing French sufficiently 
‘©to be able to write such a work; 
«* 3. That, besides, though a very 
celebrated political writer, I had 
not, in my youth, had that e/as- 
sical education which is indispen- 
sable to such an undertaking; 4. 
-That a well informed Frenchman, 
who has, for twenty years been a 
bookseller in the United States, 
has, many times told you, that 
this work was composed wholly by a 
Frenchman, whom the bookseller 
has named to you, and which 
French Grammarian, to oblige me, 
suffered me to publish the book 
under my name. 5. That, perhaps, 
this French Grammarian thought, 
that it might be advantageous to 
his work, to publish under the ban- 
“ner of my lterary repulation; 6. 
«¢ That you yourself have discovered 
‘(two ur three passages, which be- 
“tray a French pen; 7. That, se 
‘“that a work be good, it s¢gntfies 
“Little who is its author, but that the 


‘* public is so fond of anecdotes, that 


«* you have written this note in order 
‘* to gratify so prevalent a propensity, 
‘Sand in order also to come at the 
‘‘real fact; 8. That, if you -have 
‘«Deen wrong informed, you will have 
‘*a real pleasure in publishing a re- 
“tractation of the contents of this 
‘* note, and to restoreto me the title 
‘‘of author of ‘ Maitre Anglois,” 
‘* which will be a gem to be added to 
‘¢ the brilltant reputation which I have 
‘* acquired as a political writer.” 
Lhave here numbered the proposi- 
tions, my Lord, in order to keep 
clear of that confusion of ideas, into 
which your Lordship’s mind appears 
to wander. As-to the first, | am now 
in that same country where the work 
was first published, by Mr. Thomas 
Bradford, to whom I sold the copy- 
right of the work, amd his son, Mr. 
Samuel Bradford, who printed it, 
and who fetched the manuscript from 
me by piece-meal, are both alive, 
and living at Philadelphia. As to 
the second apd third, your Lordship 
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is mistaken, if you believe, that nobje 
blood, or college whipping, are ip. 
dispensable to the forming of clear 
heads and analysing minds. As tg 
the fourth and fifth, besides the facts 
being wholly false, besides the real 
fact being, that every word of the 
Grammar was written and composed 
by me; besides this, what a wonder. 
fully generous Frenchman this -must 
have been; how wonderfully disin. 
terested and public-spirited! And, 
yet, not less wonderfully sagacious, 
seeing that he was desirous of send. 
ing his work forth with the advantage 
of appearing under the banner of my 
literary reputation at the same time 
when I had never before published any 
thing in_my life! Ah! my Lord, 
dates are awkard things when a wri- 
ter is at war with facts! Besides, 
my Lord; name the ‘‘ well informed 
‘* Frenchman,”’ who told this story. 
Name him, my Lord. As to the sixéi, 
the facts here stated will show, that 
nobility and critical judgment do not 
always go together. As to the seventh, 
pardon me, if I suggest to your Lord- 
ship the propriety of turning in future 
your talent for anecdote to better ac- 
count, by informing the world how it 


is that plain Scipion pu Rowreg is, all’ 


of a sudden, become a nobdleman ; 
and how it happened, that, for this 
last edition, the nobleman has disco- 
vered this curious matter, which plain 
Scipion never discovered for insertion 
in former editions. Is it that the title 
has brought more light with it, or that 
plain Scipion was the honester man 
of the two. 

As to the eighth, if your Lordship. 
had been really desirous of coming at 
the fact, was I so very obscurely si- 
tuated in 1816, as for it to be impro- 
bable that your,Lordship would be 
able to find me out by letter or other- 
wise? With regard to what your 
Lordship considers a gem, it has al- 


ways been with me an object of. 


very little value; but,-my Lord, if 
a man endeavour to take from us tlan- 
destinely even an old pair of shoes, 
we do not, on account of the worth- 
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lessness of the object, refrain from | 
having him whipped. 


At the same time that I shall cause 
to be published the above-mentiened 


This might suffice as an answer to ; —————___ + as 


your Lordship’s anecdote; but, hav- | 
ing been thus called upon to speak | 
upon this subject publicly, [ will avail | 
myself of the opportunity of informing 
the public, through this ehannel, of 
my intentions as to this work. The | 
work was a work of haste, and I have 
always said, that it was far from being 
what it ought to have been, and what, 
'by.a little more leisure, it would have | 
‘been made. That leisure | now have: 
‘and before next May, | wil!, by caus- 
‘ing a new and improved edition of the 
-work to be published at Paris, under 
‘the protection of copy-right, not only 
render your Lordship’s generously of.- 
fered retraction wholly unnecessary, 
at also effectually prevent your Lord- 
‘ship from ever again taking a ride upon 
my shoulders. In your Lordship’s Pre- 
face, it has graciously pleased you to 
otify the kindness that your Lordship 
has shown in improving the text by 
means of purging, av operation which 
‘may be very agreeable to those who 
‘prefer impotence to strength, but an 
operation which I will take good care 
your Lordship shall never again have 
‘the trouble of performing on my Gram- 
mar. Your Lordship’s explanatory 
notes, you say, were so well received in 
former editions, that, in the present 
one, you have inserted four times the 
mnumber ; so that, if a great book be, 
asthe old maxim says, a great evil, 
your Lordship seems ina fair way of 
making me the innocent cause of a real 
calamity en mankind. A sense of 
duty, therefore, calls upon me to put 
a check to this increasing evil, and to 















classical remarks on the nature of 
vowels and consonants, together with 
pall your elaborate descriptions of 
sounds, to make their way in the world 
With their own undivided hcnours on 
their head.* 


eee 





ee ee 


* As a specimen of my noble editor’s notes, 


leave your Lordship’s profound ond | 





given an example in our word to nap, which 
[ bad translated into Freuch by the word 
frapper, Ov this the Noble Tard, in page 44 


| OF the Sth edition, says, that Lani in error ; 


because the word /rapper means to strike, hit, 
or sntife, and does not mean to rap, which is 
never, tre says, used in Ruglish, except to ex- 
press the act of knocking at a door. Now, 
What sa¥s Johnson’s Dictionary! “ To RAP, 
« To strike with a quick smati blow.” ‘This 
is quite enough to enable us to judge of the 
benefits which the Noble Count has received 
from his Classical education; and also to en- 
able us to judge of the benefits which his 
scholars are likely to derive from that mass of 
Notes, with which he has nearly smothered 
my simple performance, 

Since my hand ts in, I will here add another 
specimen of the Noble editor's knowledge of 
the English language, and will, at the same 
time, give a specimen of his political integri- 
ty. To the fourth edition of my Grammar, 
which was published under his editorship in 
1809, he prefixed a DEDICATION, address- 


Led to THOMAS JEFFERSON, then late Presi- 


dent of the United States of America; and, my 
noble editor, who then called hiunself plain 
“ Scrpron DU Rourke, Native of Marseilles,” 
says, in the dedication, that his principal mo- 
tive for dedicating the work to Mr, Jefferson, 
was, that it afforded him an opportunity of 
publicly expressing “ the very high esteem 
“and avequivocal admiration he has long 
‘ professed fur the conduct which distin- 
* guished his administration.” And then he 
goes on to ask, to whom he could address 
with more propriety “ a Grammar of the 
* AMERICAN LANGUAGE.” ‘Tins stand 
I, then, an Englishman to the back bone, 
seeing my work edited by a French Count, 
and dedicated to an American President, Very 
well, Gentlemen! far be it from me to find 
fault of this; bat nq “ American Language,” 
if you please.. It is a Grammar to teach the 
English Language. ‘The tact is, that, in 1809, 
my Noble Editer saw no prospect of ever 
being any thing more than plain Scipion, and 
then he was so furiously democratic as to rob 
my poor little island of a country of its lan- 
guuge; and, in 1816, having, by the grace of 
an English army, become a Count, he very 
quietly drops the dedication to Mr, Jefferson, 
and endeavonrs to rob me of my authorship 
of the book !° 

But, unfortunately for the Count’s reputa- 
tion as an English scholar, he took it into his 
head to write the dedication in English. In 
one part of the dedication he has this pas- 


} sage: ‘“* Recorded honours will long, very long, 


“ continue to gather round YOUR MONU-.- 
“ MENT, and thicken over HIM; IT is a 











take the following. 1 had in my rnles on the 





lregularities in the orthography of oar yerb:, 


* solid fabric, and will bear the laurels that 
* adore VE." Lf apy Anrerican choose to own 
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work, I shall cause to be published, in 
America, England, and France, a 
Grammar of the French Language for 
the use of English Learners, the main 
part of which f have already at hand 
in the form of Lessons for my children, 
and to give a regular shape to: which 
lam now urged by theattempt of your 
Lordship. 

The forerunner of these works will 
be a Grammar of the English Lan- 
guage, which will be publi-hed in Ja- 
nuary* next, and which | shall throw 
down as a challenge to all the big wigs 
in all the three’ eountries ; to all the 
professors of Lutw@tnges in all their 
Schools and all their Colleges. ff I 
do not, by the means of that Gram- 
mar, enable any Plough-Boy of sound 
mind to write English as correctly in 
one year, as Latin and Greek Scholars 
are able to write it at the end of seven 
years of their class-work, I will be 
content to bear, to the end of mg life, 
that character of a literary impgstor, 
which your Lordship has so cangidly 
endeavoured to fix upon me. 

However, by way of conclusion, #rd 
in justice to your Lordship, I mast 
observe, that your Lordship’s conduct 
with regard to me, has thecountenance’ 
ot high example. For many, years my 


writivgs, have been ascribed to others, ' 


— 





this as the language of his country, I can have 
no objection; but, for my part, I wttesly dis- 
Own it, well knowing that it is not English, 

* As the Grammar has not yet been pub- 
lished in England, this must refer to Ame- 
sica, or an unforeseen delay must have oc- 
curred, W.- 


! 
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and always fo some great or learne( 
man, till, at last, the Lords in England, 
by stripping he whole of the peopl 
of their Miberties, in order to silence 
me only, ave, While they proclaimed 
their own shauie to allthe world, givey 
an exteusion to these very writings, 
against which: calumnies, of all sorts 
had been found wholly unavailing; 
and those arrogant and foolish men 
are now, at this very moment, actually 
punishing themselves, lest, by adopting 
the means of relief whichall meu know 
I have long poiated out to them, they 
should be covered with the shame of 
having, at last done that, which had 50 | 
long been recommended to them by the 
mau whom they hated, and sought to 
destroy, because, and only because, | 
possessed talents and foresight so fu 
superior et ng tga They must, 
however, yield in the end; and, Lan 
well persuaded, that the time is not 
far distant when I shall see them » 
humbled ia the eyes of all mankiud, 
as not to be an object of envy eve 
with your Lordship. 


1 am, my Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient, 
And most humble servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 


Gentlemen, in the United States aut 
in England, who publish newspapers, 
who love fair play, and who scort 
literary fraud, will very much oblig 
me by inserting the above letter i! 
their papers, at any time when thes 
have a column to spare. W. OC. 
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